Website: www.nativityburke.org SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER May 1, 2011

PASTORAL SHARINGS

Dear Parishioners

“Doubting Thomas” is an expression oftentimes used for people
who have a hard time believing what is sometimes evident.
Today’s Gospel (John 20:24-28) is the origin of that expression.
Thomas, the Apostle, doubted that Jesus had actually risen from
His grave, “I’ll never believe it without probing the nail prints in
His hands, without putting my finger in the nail marks” he said.

In today’s Gospel, Thomas refused to believe. A week later,
after seeing for himself what others had been telling him, he cried out, “My Lord and My
God.” The mindset of many families, when | was growing up, was that children should
never question their elders. In the seminary, I remember being reprimanded when | dared
to question the Rector. Since the Vatican Council, however, respectful questioning can be
looked at in a positive way. The word “respectful” seems to have been lost by many these
days. Lost between children to parents, parishioners to their priests, and at times, | have
seen first hand, between priest and their Bishop. Respectful, oftentimes, is replaced with an
I know it all attitude.

Questioning can and oftentimes leads to growth within a person. In our Church we
must be careful not to alienate those who have legitimate concerns. They may not agree
with nor like the answers, but they, nevertheless, should be able to have their concerns
listened to. Each of us is different—some don’t feel the need to inquire, while for others
wrestling with the questions might lead to a stronger and even more committed faith.
Thomas, the Apostle, the Doubter, was never put down by the risen Lord. Thomas
doubted, Thomas questioned, Thomas GREW into the strong Apostle that he was.

Have a nice week.
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The Meaning and Symbolism of the Easter Egg. 0}

5

The Easter egg is very much a part of our Easter celebration. Here is its story. In ancient Egypt and Persia,
friends exchanged decorated eggs at the Spring Equinox, the beginning of their new year. These eggs were a
symbol of fertility for them because the coming forth of a live creature from an egg was so surprising to people _ {{ ' |l Ljb
of ancient times. Christians of the Near East adopted this tradition and the Easter egg became a religious symbol. It repre-
sented the tomb from which Jesus came forth to new life. Because eggs were at one time forbidden by the church’s Lenten
discipline of fasting and abstinence, they were a precious Easter food. Bright colored eggs are usually given to children,
either in Easter baskets or hidden for them to find. Many ethnic groups paint the eggs with elaborate designs. The custom
of decorating trees outdoors with decorated hollow Easter eggs originated in Germany. Easter egg hunts, and even the egg-
rolling event on the White House lawn, are contemporary versions of egg games played on Easter for centuries in European
countries.

Parish Prayer List

Please remember, in your prayers, the sick of our
Parish Community:
Pearl Bragg, Barbara Burnett, Mary DelArco,

Monday, May 2 29 ; .
Bertha Fischer 7-30am Fr. Martin Bob Gabrielli, Stephanie Hoang, Phyllis Kerns
Ann Marie Rondeau, Ted Simms
Tuesday, May 3 For the deceased:
Hannah May Shorrock 7:30am Fr. Wilson Kathleen Beil, Richard Connell, Husband of Patricia
Connell, Infant Daughters of Rachael & Chris Domencic
- Wednesday, May 4 _ Mary Burt Hadley, Aunt of Eugenia McGroarty
Edward Kaminski 7:30am Fr. Martin

Le Hoang, Dorothy Marikle, Infant Emily Noakes, Grand-

Thursday. May 5 daughter of Karen & Jeff Karrenbauer

Davis Yastishock 7:30am Fr. Wilson . . .
Pray for our military men and women and their fami-
Friday, May 6 lies. May God keep them safe and out of harm’s way.
Santos Del Bosque 7:30am Fr. Wilson
Saturday, May 7 )
Donald Flanagan 9:00am Fr. Wilson MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
John Mullin 5:00pm Fr. Wilson . . . )
Hispanic Mass 7:00pm Er. Wilson A Novena of nine Masses will be said during
the month of May for Mothers, living and de-
Sunday, May 8 ceased. Spiritual Bouquet cards may be found
Parishioners 7:30am Fr. Martin in the Church vestibule. Mother’s names will be placed on
Mother’s Day Novena 9:00am Fr. Wilson the Altar during the month of May. The Novena Masses
Special Intentions for _ will be said at 9:00 am on the following days: May 8th
E a}nal\ipllla_ne 1112:_040am Er' \AVIlSOﬂ and 30th. The remainder of the Novena Masses will be at
fin McGuire 45pm r. Hann 7:30am on May 10th, 13th, 17th, 19th, 21st, 25th and
27th.
Fhought for the Weeh:

Three things in life that make a good person: The Altar Flowers this week are

Sincerity, hard work, compassion

J. 1. Packer In Loving Memory of
Mafak Sarafa
From Angela Sarafa
ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK And
In Memory of Our Parents
Cardinal Plaza Shell George & Alda Rhodes

703-451-6232 From George & Francine Rhodes
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Religlous Education News

Congratulations to Nativity’s 181 students of the Religious
Education Program and Nativity School who received Jesus for
the first time in the sacrament of First Holy Communion.

All Religious Education classes resume on Sunday, May 1;
Monday, May 2; and Tuesday, May 3.

Religious Education Program Graduation for Seniors on May
1, 6:00pm in the church.

Mother’s Day, May 8 — Sunday classes only cancelled; classes
will be held on Monday, May 9 and Tuesday, May 10.

Final Religious Education classes — Sunday, May 15; Monday,
May 16; and Tuesday, May 17. Report cards will be distributed.

Student Registration for 2011-2012 is now open. Forms are
available in the Religious Education Office, on the community
board in the church vestibule, and at website:
www.edu.nativityburke.org; on the Nativity CCD tab click on
Student Registration.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 1, 2011

Annual Multi-Car Raffle

THIS IS THE LAST WEEKEND TO
TURN IN TICKETS. All of the tickets
must be received in the Church Office no
later than 4pm on Monday, 2 May or be
postmarked 2 May to be eligible. All late entries will be
returned. Thank you for your generous support of the Na-
tivity Youth Group and the Knights of Columbus charities.
If you have any questions, please contact Sam Morthland
at 703-455-2816.

Regular Business Meeting - 3 May All Knights are
invited to our next regular Business meeting on Tuesday,
3 May with the Rosary at 7:15 pm, meeting to immedi-
ately follow. The Nominating Committee will present the
slate of Officer Candidates for the next Columbian year.
Please plan on attending this important meeting.

2011 Annual Yard Sale As you do your spring cleaning,
please remember to save your treasures to donate to our
annual July Yard Sale. More information to come.

MEMORIAL DAY MASS

At 11:00 am on Monday, May 30, 2011, Holy Mass will be
celebrated at Fairfax Memorial Park, formerly Calvary
Cemetery, 9900 Braddock Road, Fairfax, by Rev. Terry
Specht. If outdoor services at the Cemetery are cancelled
due to inclement weather, Father Specht will offer an 11:00
am Mass at Holy Spirit Catholic church, 8800 Braddock
Road, Annandale, VA 23003.

ViBe News:

There will be NO ViBe on May 8th. The CYO
wishes all mothers a very happy Mother's Day!
Thank you for all that you do. :)

The next Workcamp meeting is on May 19th from
7:00 - 8:00pm in the Parish Hall. If you are interested
in finding out more information about our summer
Workcamp trip please feel free to contact Meghan
O'Connor at 703-455-2400 or
cyo@nativityschool.org.

The CYO is having a Yankee Candle fund-

raiser to support their summer Workcamp

trip. If you are interested in purchasing any

candles please check the ViBe bulletin

board and contact Meghan O'Connor to

place an order at 703-455-2400 or
cyo@nativityschool.org. Please have all orders in by May
15th. Thank you very much for supporting the CYO.

Nativity’s Grief Support Group, for all who have
suffered the death of a loved one, and are in need of
the comfort that sharing can bring, meets at 7:30pm
in our school building on the First & Third
Thursday of each month and is open to all adults at
no charge. The next meeting is May 5th. Prior regis-
tration is not required. Contact Carol Mack for more
information 703-455-2400, ext. 117

“As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” Is God inviting
you to live the gift and mystery of being sent as priest, sis-
ter or brother to proclaim the truth of Jesus Christ? Call Fa-
ther Brian Bashista at (703) 841-2514, or write:
b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org.

Nativity’s Charismatic Love is Given Prayer

Group meets every Thursday night from 7:30

to 9:00 pm in the All Purpose Room for an

evening of Spirit-filled faith sharing, praise and wor-
ship and prayer in a Christ—centered community. For
more information call Anne Rother at 703-644-1278.
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MOTHER’S GROUP....Mom & Me is a
cooperative organization of mothers of
s young who meet weekly for socialization

B and service in a Catholic faith environ-
% ment. We invite you to join us on Wednes-
days from 10:00am to 11:30am in the All
Purpose Room. For more information, please contact
Thuy Luu-Beams at 703-663-8061

May 1, 2011

PRAY THE ROSARY FOR
WORLD PEACE

PRO-LIFE CORNER —
Respect Life
. - RS
Being ashamed of Christ is often expressed kr_,_ ?;A

in those forms of “human respect” by which
one hides one’s own faith and agrees to compromises which
are unacceptable for someone who wants to be Christ’s true
disciple. How many people, even Christians, make
compromises today? — Pope John Paul 11

Please support the TEPEYAC FAMILY CENTER, 11135
Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22030, 703-273-9440 x 107,
with your prayers and financial resources. Info on this
pregnancy resource center can be found at
www.tepeyacfamilycenter.com

Pro-Life Rosary and Witness - Nativity Parishioners are
invited to pray for both an end to abortion and healing for
those suffering from abortion at NOVA “Healthcare”,
10400 Eaton Place, Fairfax, VA 22030, from 7:30 - 8:30
AM on Saturday mornings. This is the busiest hour of an
active abortion clinic; it is not uncommon for over 10
women/couples to arrive during this time. Peacefully pray
for Our Lady's intercessions and lovingly encourage calls to
the numbers below. For more info, please contact Josh
Reynolds, 703-470-8978, josh.reynolds.01@gmail.com

24-Hour Crisis Pregnancy Hotline: 1-800-395-HELP
(4357)

Project Rachel (healing after abortion):
1-888-456-HOPE (4673)

Pregnancy Resource Centers Phone Numbers:
Catholic Charities National: 1-800-CARE-002
Catholic Charities Local: 703-425-0100
A Woman's Choice: 703-538-4305
Gabriel Project: 1-866-444-3553

THE WEEK AHEAD
IN OUR PARISH

Sunday, May 1
2:00 PM.ce Baptisms (CH)
2:00,4:00 &6:00pmM ..oovviviiininne CCD Classes (S)
Monday, May 2
4:00 & 7:00 pM.ceeiiini CCD Classes (S)
800 PM...iii AA Meeting (APR)
Tuesday, May 3
9:30 @M .cue i Bible Study (APR)
4:30 & 7:00 PM.ceiiiii e CCD Classes (S)
7:00pM.. Knights of Columbus (PH)
T30 PMace Legion of Mary (APR)
Wednesday, May 4
10:00 @M. Mom & Me (APR)
700 PM.ee JustFaith (GR)
7:00pM.. Hispanic Prayer Group (SC)
(0[O o] P RCIA (PH)
700 PMLce RCIC (Room 4,6)
730 pm... Hispanic Baptism Class (Room 8)
T30 PM. e Youth Choir (CH)
Thursday, May 5
9:30 @M. Craft Group (APR)
T:00PM.. Spanish Class (Room 2)
T30 PM. e Grief Support (S)
T30 PM.ee e Adult Choir (CH)
T30 PM.e Prayer Group (APR)
Saturday, May 7
9:30am....coeiiiie First Saturday Devotion (CH)
10:00 @M. Dog Obedience (PL)
5:00 pM..ii Hispanic CYO (Room 4)
S5:00 PM.cei Hispanic CCD (S)

AN EVENING OF PRAISE, WORSHIP AND
ADORATION

Praise music will be provided by VISION

First Saturday of every month
7:00pm to 8:30pm
St. Leo the Great in Fairfax
3700 Old Lee Highway
Saturday, May 5th

COME JOIN US!
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
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DIOCESAN NEWS

Options Open House ~ Preview to High School! Paul VI
Catholic High School’s Options Program serves students
with intellectual disabilities and significant learning dis-
abilities. A primary goal for each student is to be as fully
integrated as possible into the total life of the school com-
munity. Join us Thursday, May 12 @ 7:00 p.m. for a Pre-
view to High School and see what PVI and the Options pro-
gram is all about. To RSVP for Preview to High School or
for more information regarding admission contact Mrs.
Chris Desmarais, Director of Options @ (703) 352-0952 ext
333 or via email cdesmarais@paulvi.net or visit us on the
web at www.paulvi.net/academics/options

Paul VI Catholic High School invites all 6th and 7th
Grade Students and Parents to a special evening designed
just for you. Explore the merits of a Catholic High School
Education on Thursday, May 12, 2011 at 7:00 PM

Conference for Religious Educators

“Alive in Christ” will be the theme of the 2011 St. John
Bosco Conference for Catechists and Religious Educators,
which will be held July 20-24 at the Franciscan University
of Steubenville in Ohio. The conference provides separate
tracks for DREs, catechists, RCIA team members, and
those involved with campus or youth ministry. Partici-
pants can also choose not to enroll in a track, but instead to
attend a variety of workshops from multiple tracks. Addi-
tional information about the conference, including housing
and meal plans, is available online at
www.franciscanconferences.com. A discount is available
for those who register early.

DIOCESAN NEWS

St. Margaret of Cortona Transitional Residences Need
Furniture Donations

Catholic Charities’ St. Margaret of Cortona Transitional
Residences in Woodbridge is looking for the following
furniture and home items in gently used condition for new
families moving in: twin bed frames (no mattresses), tod-
dler bed frames, couches, chairs, small dining room sets,
cookware, glassware, towels, televisions, television stands,
book shelves, dressers, night stands, end tables, cocktail
tables, decorative wall art, twin sheets, comforters and blan-
kets, pillows and pillow cases, kitchen utensils, coffee pots,
toasters, etc. If you are able to donate any of these items,
please contact Paula Hummel at (703) 910-4845 or e-mail
her at phummel@ccda.net.

Help Deliver a Spiritual Bouquet to Our Lady — VVolun-
teer for the Eucharistic Family Rosary Crusade

Are you convinced that praying the Rosary as a family and
a Church draws us closer to union with God? Bishop Paul
S. Loverde has partnered with the Eucharistic Family Ro-
sary Crusade to incorporate Eucharistic Adoration and a
Global Living Rosary as part of this year’s biennial Dioce-
san Pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception on October 8, 2011. One of the
goals of the Diocesan Pilgrimage is to deliver to Our Lady
a spiritual bouquet of 50,000 pledges from those who have
committed to praying the daily Rosary and spending a
weekly holy hour of adoration. With your help, we hope to
increase participation in the daily Rosary, which will con-
tribute to the sanctification of families. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering to encourage others in your parish to
participate, please write to
communications@arlingtondiocese.org or

visit www.arlingtondiocese.org/pilgrimage for more
information.

Catholic Charities Thrift Shop Needs Spring and
Summer Clothing Donations

The Catholic Charities Thrift Store is in urgent need of
spring and summer clothing donations. In the heart of Old
Town Alexandria, the Catholic Charities Thrift Shop pro-
vides clothing and other items at no charge to those in need,
and sells items inexpensively to help the poor. Conven-
iently located at 131 South West Street, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia 22314, the Thrift Shop is open every day from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. For more information call shop manager Ms. Ana
Gutierrez at (703) 548-4881.

A Way of Life

Stewardship is a way of life, a way of thanking God for all
His blessings by returning a portion of the time, talent and
treasure allotted to us. Stewardship is based on the spiri-
tual principles of the Old Testament and the teachings of
Jesus, and where it has been implemented, both givers’
and receivers’ lives have been changed. A gift in any
amount given through your estate can change many lives
for the better. For more information call the diocesan
Planned Giving Office at (703) 841-3819.
www.arlingtondiocese.planyourlegacy.org
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OUTSIDE THE PARISH

The Institute of Catholic Culture

Please find below the Spring and Summer Bulletin Announce-
ments from the Institute of Catholic Culture. Join us for some
outstanding presenters! The Institute of Catholic Culture is a non-
profit educational Institute dedicated to the re-evangelization of
our society through educational seminars offered to the public at
no charge. You can always find out more about the ICC at

www. InstituteofCatholicCulture.org or by contacting the
Director of the Institute, Sabatino Carnazzo at 703.504.8733 or by
e-mail at Director@ InstituteofCatholicCulture.org

Saint Paul: Epistle to the Galatians

Presenter: Prof. Eric Jenislawski

Time: Tuesdays, May 3 & 10 @ 7:30 pm

Location: Saint Michael Catholic Church, 7401 Saint Michael’s
Ln.; Annandale, 22003

From Hell to Heaven: Dante’s Divine Comedy

Presenters: Dr. James Patrick, PhD

Time: Pt 1 - Thursday, May 19 @ 7pm - 9 pm
Pt 2 - Saturday, May 21 @ 10 am - 12 pm

Location: Saint Ambrose Catholic Church, 3829 Woodburn Rd.,
Annandale, 22003

Charlemagne & the Holy Roman Empire

Presenter: Mr. Christopher Check

Time: Saturday, May 28 @ 7:30 pm

Location: Saint James Catholic Church, 905 Park Ave., Falls
Church, 22046

The Templars: Soldiers for Christ

Presenter: Mr. Christopher Check

Time: Sunday, May 29 @ 7:30 pm

Location: Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church, 46639 Algonkian
Pkwy., Sterling, 20165

The Closing of the Muslim Mind: How Intellectual Suicide
Created the Modern Islamist
Presenter: Mr. Robert ReillyTime:
Sundays, June 5 & 12 @ 7:30 pm
Location: Saint Ambrose Catholic Church, 3829 Woodburn Rd.,
Annandale, 22003

Trent, the Reformation, & the Mass

Presenter: Dr. William Marshner, STD

Time: Thursdays, June 16, 23 & 30 @ 7:30 pm

Location: Saint Leo the Great Catholic Church, 3700 Old Lee
Hwy., Fairfax, 22030

Kingdom of the Cults: Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, 7th Day
Adventists
Presenters: Dr. Sebastian Carnazzo, PhD & Shdn. Sabatino
Carnazzo
Time: Tuesdays, July 12,19 & 26 @ 7:30 pm
Location: Saint Mary Catholic Church, 310 Duke St.,
Alexandria, 22314

SHARING HOPE, a support group for men and women
going through separation and divorce, will meet this
Friday, May 6", at St. Mary of Sorrows Historic Church
Hall, off Rte 123. The topic will be “Prayer & Divorce”.
Newcomers are warmly welcomed and there is no fee. For
further information, directions or encouragement, please
call Barbara at 703-425-5467 or Maureen 703-978-6318.

Theology on Tap — Spring 2011 - Mondays, April 25 -
May 30 — 7-8:30 p.m.

All young adults (20s and 30s) are welcome to join us for
our Spring 2011 Theology on Tap program! Topics
include The Virgin Mary, Islam, and more! The next
“sixpack” will take place on Monday evenings from April
25 through May 30, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Pat Troy's Ire-
land's Own (111 N. Pitt Street) in Old Town Alexandria.
For more info, please contact Kateri Ambrow at (703)
841-2550 or yam@arlingtondiocese.org or visit
www.arlingtondiocese.org/yam/young adult.php.

Workshops on the New Translation of the Roman Missal

On Nov. 27, 2011, Catholics throughout the United States
and in other English-speaking countries will begin praying
the Mass with a revised translation of the Roman Missal.
To aid the faithful in preparing for this revised translation,
parishioners are invited to workshops on the New Missal
to be held in various locations throughout 2011. Fr. Paul
deLadurantaye, director of the Office of Sacred Liturgy
and the Office of Catechetics of the Diocese of Arlington,
will be the presenter.

Remaining Missal Workshops:
May 17: Holy Spirit, Annandale 7:30-9 p.m.
June 25: Our Lady of Good Counsel, Vienna
10 a.m.-12 p.m.

In today’s gospel Christ says “Peace be with you.”
Let the peace and love of Christ reign in your
marriage. The next local Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekends are May 13-15 in Herndon;
May 20-22 in Rockville, MD or June 3-5 in Rich-
mond. Ensure you don’t get left out by registering
early. For more information call Mark and Cathy
Stangler 703-378-4150 or visit
http://wwme-nova.org
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JUAN PABLO Il Y LA PAZ
2° de Pascua
Javier Leoz

Paz a vosotros, y cuando los discipulos escuchan estas palabras de los
labios de Jesus, se quedan consternados: estaban las puertas cerradas; Cristo
habia muerto y...no sabian muy bien a qué atenerse. Si; habian llegado
noticias de que, algunos de ellos, habian visto el sepulcro vacio, que unas
mujeres se habian hecho eco de la noticia...y, de repente, el Sefior les
convierte en portavoces y heraldos de la paz de Dios. jASI TAMBIEN OS ENVIO YO!

1.Celebramos en este domingo la fiesta de la Divina Misericordia instituida por el recordado
Papa Juan Pablo Il un tiempo antes de morir. Y, en el marco de esta festividad, en medio de la
claridad y esplendor de la Pascua, nos sentimos unidos a toda la Iglesia que —en Roma- beatifica su
persona y su obra, su empefio evangelizador y sus ansias de paz.

A partir de hoy tenemos mas motivos para creer y esperar en Dios. Dios hace obras grandes y,
ademas, las realiza en personas que han compartido hasta no hace mucho tiempo (5 afios) una gran
parte de nuestra vida.

Hoy damos gracias a Dios porque la beatificacion del Papa Juan Pablo Il es una llamada a
luchar, tal y como él lo hizo, por la dignidad del hombre y la busqueda de la paz. C6mo no recordar
aquellos encuentros en Asis intentando aunar esfuerzos de todas las creencias en favor de la paz!

2.Al celebrar este Domingo de la Divina Misericordia, nos filamos en el corazén de Dios. Un
corazdn que se desborda en amor y ternura hacia la humanidad. Juan Pablo Il, momentos antes de
expirar, rezé con la siguiente oracion “Jesus, en Ti confio”. Esta fiesta no es un domingo mas ni mucho
menos. Es saber y confiar que Dios, mas que juez, es un Padre que hace fiesta y abre de par en par
las puertas del cielo para aquellos hijos que regresan de caminos perdidos o de senderos cargados de
angustias, soledades, comodidades o traiciones.

3. jPaz a vosotros! Sigue resonando, esas ansias del recordado Papa Juan Pablo Il, a lo largo
de sus mas de 100 viajes apostdlicos realizados por todo el mundo. ¢Habran servido de algo? Por
supuesto que si. Las generaciones que hemos tenido oportunidad de conocerle y, con motivo de su
beatificacion, de actualizar su memoria no podemos menos que dar gracias a Dios porque fue un Papa
entregado a la causa del amor y de la paz. Porque, entre otras cosas, inst6 a aliviar las necesidades
de los demas desde las posibilidades de cada persona sensible al evangelio.

Con el evangelio de este segundo domingo de Pascua proclamamos como lo repetia tantas
veces Juan Pablo Il “Es todavia mas urgente proclamar, con voz decidida, que so6lo la paz es el
camino para construir una sociedad mas justa y solidaria” jHombres y mujeres del tercer milenio!
Dejadme que os repita: jabrid el corazén a Cristo crucificado y resucitado, que viene ofreciendo la paz!
Donde entra Cristo resucitado, con El entra la verdadera paz. SS. Juan Pablo Il

EL DIACONO JOSE PARDO OFRECERE' SERVICIOS Iglesia de la Natividad 6400 Nativity Lane

PASTORALES EN: Burke, VA 22015 Teléfono 703-455-2400
CONSEJERIA PERSONAL Rev. Cedric Wilson

CONSEJERIA MATRIMONIAL - ,
ANULACION DE MATRIMONIO ?%y;—r': MISA EN ESPANOL: Todos los sabados a las

DIAS: LUNES Y JUEVES DE 1 A 4 PM QONFESIQNES: Los sabados antes de la Santa Misa de
703.455.2400 703.998.5161 6:15pm a 6:55pm
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PORTAVOZ DE TU PAZ, SENOR
Javier Leoz
Sin miedo a los nuevos retos
y con las puertas bien abiertas
iPOR TU PAZ, SENOR!

Con alegria y alejandome de la tristeza
sintiendome Ilamado y comprometido
empujado y urgido a dar razon de Ti
iPOR TU PAZ, SENOR!

Sabiendo que, con tu aliento,

no temeré tormenta alguna

ni huracén alguno detendra mi valor
iPOR TU PAZ, SENOR!

Si como Tomas, pido pruebas de tu existencia
muéstrame tu rostro por la fuerza de la Eucaristia
y, Si como Tomas, no creo sino después de ver
hazme saber que, TU Sefior, caminas a mi lado
iPOR TU PAZ, SENOR!

Y si las dificultades asoman en el horizonte
que, TU Sefior, despejes con tu poder

aquello que entorpece mi labor de mensajero
iPOR TU PAZ, SENOR!

Porqgue en Ti confio

Porque en Ti espero

Y, de tu misericordia, agradezco tus desvelos
Y, de tu misericordia, espero tus caricias

Y, de tu misericordia, afloro tu abrazo

Y, de tu misericordia, deseo la paz verdadera
la paz que Tu sélo das

la paz que, sin Ti,

no la puede alcanzar el mundo.  Amén.

Se puede comprobar la Resurreccion?
Autor: P. Jorge Loring, S.I.

* Jesucristo, después de ser crucifi-
cado, estuvo muerto y enterrado, y
al tercer diaresucité juntando su
cuerpo y su alma gloriosos para
nunca mas morir. Por tanto, Jesu-
cristo esta ahora en el cielo en
J%% cuerpo y alma. La resurreccion de

@™ Cristo es el dogma fundamental del
B cristianismo.

| La expresion de San Mateo atribuye
a JesUs sepultado una duracion de
"tres dias y tres noches". Pero tal
expresion venia a ser idéntica a la duracion hasta el tercer
dia, al juzgarse el dia como una unidad de dia-noche. El
decir "tres dias y tres noches" es un modismo equivalente
a "al tercer dia"».

Antes de morir Jesus habia profetizado varias veces su
resurreccion. Por lo tanto, al resucitar por su propio poder,
demostraba nuevamente, y con la prueba mas convin-
cente, que era Dios. Dice San Mateo, que los fariseos
mandaron a sus soldados que habian estado guardando
la tumba, que dijeran: «Sus discipulos vinieron de noche
estando nosotros dormidos y lo robaron».

San Agustin dio a esto una respuesta definitiva: «Si esta-
ban durmiendo, no pudieron ver nada. Y si no vieron
nada, ¢cémo pueden ser testigos?». Los teblogos moder-
nos buscan diversas explicaciones al hecho de la resur-
reccién de Cristo. Pero cualquiera que sea la interpre-
tacion debe incluir la revivificacion del cuerpo, si no se
quiere hundir la teologia de la resurreccion.

Algunos dicen que la resurreccion de Cristo no es un
hecho histérico, pues no hay testigos. Este modo de hab-
lar es ambiguo y puede confundir; pues «no histérico»
puede confundirse con «no real». Por eso no debe em-
plearse, como recomienda el padre José Caba, S.I., Cat-
edratico de la Pontificia Universidad Gregoriana de Roma,
en su libro «Resucitd Cristo, mi esperanza». La resurrec-
cion de Cristo es un hecho que ha sucedido en la reali-
dad. Aunque no haya habido propiamente ningun testigo
del hecho de la resurreccion, en cuanto tal, es histérica en
razén de las huellas dejadas en nuestro mundo y de las
que dan testimonio los Apdstoles.

Si aparece un coche en el fondo de un barranco y esta
destrozado el pretil de la curva que hay en ese sitio, no
necesito haber visto el accidente, para comprender lo que
ha pasado. De la misma manera puedo conocer la resur-
reccién de Jesucristo. Para otros si se puede considerar
como hecho histérico, pues puede localizarse en
el.espacio y en el tiempo; y segun Pannemberg es
histérico todo suceso que puede ser colocado en unas
coordenadas de espacio y tiempo. .
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Por eso para el P.Ignacio de La Potterie, S.I., que es uno
de los mejores especialistas en el mundo del Evangelio de
San Juan, la resurreccién de Cristo tuvo una realidad fisica,
historica

La resurreccion de Cristo la refiere San Pablo en carta a los
Corintios, el afio 57, es decir, a contemporaneos de los
hechos:

«Cristo murié por nuestros pecados, fue sepultado y re-
sucitd al tercer dia»(394). Y lo atestigua San Pedro: «De
Jesus resucitado todos nosotros somos testigos». San Lu-
cas lo afirma enfaticamente: «El Sefior ha resucitado ver-
daderamente».

Cristo estaba muerto en la cruz. Por eso los verdugos no
le partieron las piernas como solian hacer para rematar a
los crucificados. Si no hubiera estado muerto, le hubiera
matado la lanzada que le abrié la auricula derecha del
corazon.

La cantidad de sangre que salié después de la lanzada,
segun el relato de San Juan que estaba alli presente, dicen
los médicos, solo se explica porque la lanza perforo la
auricula derecha que en los cadaveres esta llena de sangre
liquida. Al tercer dia el sepulcro estaba vacio: no estaba el
cuerpo de Cristo. La fe en la resurreccion de Jesucristo
parte del sepulcro vacio. Oscar Cullmann, protestante, de la
Universidad de Basilea, dice: la tumba vacia seguira siendo
un acontecimiento histérico . Los Apoéstoles no habrian
creido en la resurreccion de Jesus de haber encontrado su
cadaver en el sepulcro. Los cuatro evangelistas relacionan
el sepulcro vacio con la resurreccion de Cristo:

a) San Mateo: «No esta aqui, pues ha resucitado».

b) San Marcos: «Ha resucitado, no esta aqui».

c) San Lucas : «No esta aqui, sino que ha resucitado».

d) San Juan al ver la tumba vacia y la disposicion de los
lienzos «vio y creyO» que habia resucitado; pues si alguien
hubiera robado el cadaver, no hubiera dejado los lienzos
tan bien puestecitos.

San Juan vio la sabana, que habia cubierto el cadaver de
Jesus, yaciendo en el suelo, y doblado aparte el sudario
gue habia estado sobre su cabeza. Segun los especialistas
la palabra «ozonia» usada por San Juan debe traducirse
por «lienzos» y no por «vendas» como hacen algunos
equivocadamente. Es verdad que las vendas son lienzos,
pero no todos los lienzos son vendas.

El sepulcro vacio sdlo tiene dos explicaciones. O alguien se
llevé el cadaver o Cristo resucitd. El cadaver no lo robaron
los enemigos de Cristo, pues al correrse la noticia de la
resurreccion la mejor manera de refutarla hubiera sido en-
sefiar el cadaver. Si no lo hicieron, es porque no lo tenian.

Tampoco lo tenian sus amigos, pues los Apéstoles muri-
eron por su fe en Cristo resucitado, y nadie da la vida por lo
gue sabe es una patrafia. Se puede dar la vida por un ideal
equivocado, pero no por defender lo que se sabe que es
mentira. Es evidente que los Apdstoles no escondieron el
cadaver.

Luego si Cristo estaba muerto, y el sepulcro estaba vacio,
y nadie robo el cadaver, sélo queda una explicacion:
Cristo resucito.

San Pablo nos habla también de la resurreccién de Cristo
en la Primera Carta a los Tesalonicenses del afio 51 de
nuestra era : Jesls murid y resucitd; y en la Primera Carta
a los Corintios del afio 55: Cristo resucitd al tercer dia.
Una confirmacioén de la resurreccion de Cristo es la
Sabana Santa de Turin donde ha quedado grabada a
fuego su imagen por una radiacién en el momento de la
resurreccion. No hay explicacion mas aclaratoria.

La resurreccion de Jesucristo es totalmente distinta de la
resurreccion de Lazaro o de la del hijo de la viuda de

Nain: éstos resucitaron para volver a morir, pero Cristo
resucita para nunca mas morir. «Cristo resucitado de entre
los muertos, ya no vuelve a morir». La resurreccion de
Cristo no fue una reviviscencia para volver a morir, como
le pas6 a Lazaro; tampoco fue una reencarnacion, propia
del budismo y del hinduismo; menos aun fue el mero re-
cuerdo de JesuUs en el animo de sus discipulos. Fue el
encuentro con Jesus resucitado lo que provoco la fe de los
discipulos en la resurreccion, y no viceversa. La resurrec-
cién no fue la consecuencia, sino la causa de la fe de los
discipulos. (...) Jesucristo fue restituido con su humanidad
a la vida gloriosa, plena e inmortal de Dios. (...) Se trata de
la transformacion gloriosa del cuerpo .

Después de resucitar, antes de subir al cielo con su Pa-
dre, estuvo varios dias apareciéndose a los Apéstoles que
comieron con El y le palparon con sus propias manos. Los
fantasmas no comen ni se dejan palpar. Cristo resucitado
ceno con los Apostoles y se dejo palpar por Santo Tomas.
Decia Cristo : «Soy Yo. Tocadme y ved. Un espiritu no
tiene carne y hueso, como veis que Yo tengo».

San Pedro lo recuerda: «Nosotros hemos comido y bebido
con El después que resucito de entre los muertos». En
una ocasién se aparecié a mas de quinientos estando re-
unidos. Asi nos lo cuenta San Pablo escribiendo a los
Corintios, y afiadiendo que muchos de los que lo vieron,
todavia vivian cuando él escribia aquella carta, en los
afios 55-56 de nuestra Era. El verbo empleado por San
Pablo excluye una interpretacién subjetiva del término,
«aparicion». Las apariciones de Jesus son un motivo de
credibilidad en la resurreccion de Cristo.

Jesus resucitado tiene un cuerpo glorioso con
propiedades distintas a las de un cuerpo material .

En la Biblioteca Nacional de Madrid he leido un incunable
en el que Poncio Pilato escribe al emperador Tiberio sobre
Cristo. Dice: Después de ser flagelado, lo crucificaron. Su
sepultura fue custodiada por mis soldados. Al tercer dia
resucité. Los soldados recibieron dinero de los judios para
que dijeran que los discipulos robaron su cadaver. Pero
ellos no quisieron callar y testificaron su resurreccion. Sa-
bemos con certeza que existieron unas actas oficiales de
Poncio Pilato, Procurador de Judea, al Emperador Tiberio,
como era obligacion y costumbre en el Imperio por testi-
monio de Tertuliano (siglo IlI).




